
Canon
of theatre technical history

What is it, what is it all about? 



Partners
• Erasmushogeschool Brussel (EhB) Erasmus 

University of applied  science and art, Royal 
Institute for Theatre, Cinema & Sound (RITCS)

• Beuth-Hochschule

• University of Applied Sciences Berlin

• Stockholm University of the Arts 

• ETSAB Barcelona School of Architecture

• REAL ESCUELA SUPERIOR DE ARTE DRAMÁTICO

• INSTITUT UMENI - DIVADELNI USTAV (PQ)

• Rose Bruford College of Theatre and Performance

• Academy of Fine Arts Frosinone



Goal 
Obiettivo

increase 

awareness and understanding 

of the 

history of technical theatre 

in Europe

From multiple perspectives



Activities 

• Research 

• On-line work

• Student workshops

• Teacher workshops  



What is heritage? Che cos'è il patrimonio?

• Everything that is not in use anymore

• Everything we want to keep information
about

• Everything that has shaped our work



Five parts

• Canon - stories

• Teaching tools

• Methodology

• Timeline

• Network 



Canon - stories

• 100 most important stories to tell

• 10 fields

• 10 time frames



Teaching tools

• Drawings to understand technologies

• Sabbattini translation + 3D model

• Video of Di Somi dialogues

• …



Sabbattini



Methodology

• How do we teach?

• Can we teach in a different way?

• Adapt to our core audience!

• Practical inspiration guide



Timeline / database 

• Gathering information

• Visualising information

• Spreading information

• Collaborating 

• Safeguarding



Harvesting information Raccolta delle informazioni

• There is a huge amount of information
• But it is hard to find

• Existing list of theatres
• Digital theatre words
• Magazines from professional organisations
• Pictures
• On-line sources
• Esiste un'enorme quantità di informazioni
• Ma è difficile da trovare



Example: PQ

PQ

Magazines
Magazines

Magazines

Pictures

Archives

Books

Stories

People

Organisations



Example: theatres

Theatres

Magazines
Magazines

Magazines

Pictures

Archives

Books

Stories

Collections

Organisations

Lists
Lists

Lists

Catalogues of 
equipment

Equipment



Theatres



Theatres



Country - city



Example: Equipment



Example: Equipment

• First use?

• Where?



A “controlled language”

Terms

Magazines
Magazines

Magazines

DTW

Dictionaries

Books

Glossaries

Catalogues of 
equipment

Tree 
structureTerms

Terms



Old Theatre Words Parole del teatro antico



Sources 

Source Object



Safeguarding the information

• Link with
• Wikidata

• Collection methodologies

• Linked open data

• A controlled vocabulary



Network 

• Creating awareness

• Bringing interested parties together

• Reaching out to other initiatives

• A collaborative tool 



Interested?

Contact us!

info@canon-timeline.eu

Web: www.canon-timeline.eu

Web: https://canonbase.eu

mailto:info@canon-timeline.eu
http://www.canon-timeline.eu/
https://canonbase.eu/

